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7. Politically Incorrect
The individual who represents immunity from the evil eye is Yosef.
How was he able to achieve this? A quality which stands out about Yosef
is his determination to do the right thing regardless of the reaction if
will provoke from those around him. Initially, this gets him into trouble
as he Insists on telling Bis brothers the dreams he has had where they
(Pall bow down to him. Later on, his resistance to Potiphar’s wife is a
classic example of this trait. She is the only other person present in that

situation, the only one he could ingratiate himself with, and she is pres-

suring him daily. As the lady of the house, she wields great authority
over him, and this alone should have influenced Yosef to seek to curry
W\ favor with her. Yet, for every day over the course of a year, he makes
himself more and more unpopular with her, as he states simply, “How
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can | perpetrate this great evil, I will thus have sinned before God!™#
Once he has made up his mind not to sin before Hashem, her entreaties
do not move him, come what may. '

Twelve years later, when he is taken out of jail to see if he can in- @
terpret Pharaoh’s dreams, we see this trait express itself in a rather ex-
treme form. Pharaoh greets Yosef and says, “Thave dreamta dream, and pdfsj ‘\.él/ﬂ\ Q .CI g” 7 7
there is no one to interpret it, and I have heard about you that you are
able to hear a dream and interpret it.””' This itself is quite remarkable;

~\Pharaoh is bestowing a compliment on aﬁﬁgmm
spent the last dozen years rotting in jail. Yosef will certainly wish to
respond to this kind word in an appropriate and appreciative manner.
What do we read next?
“Yosef said, it is not me; God will respond with Pharach’s welfare.”
WYOS‘?EI??}L@E@EWOHS compliment, and corrects his mistake!
‘The more we aﬁ;;eciate the precariousness of Tosef's situation, the
~ mbre we realize that he is practically committing suicide with this cor-
rective remark. No one speaks to Pharaoh that way! What will Pharaoh
think of him now? How will he react to being corrected and having his
3\ compliment thrown back in his face? However, Yosef is not guided by
what will gain the best response from Pharach, only by what is the true
presentation of the source of his abilities.” ‘

22

) Now we understand why Yosef represents immunity from the evil
eye. His sense of whether or not he is doing the right thing does not

y\ come from his gut{ggggggéi"Tt“ié"gé}{&é‘{éd from an internal sense of
right and wrong. He is fully prepared to act in contrast to his environ-
ment if he feels it is the right thing to do. Hence, the negative vision of
those around him does not lead to negative self-vision.

23 It is interesting to note from the nuances of the text the change in atmosphere from before Yosef's ;

et (5

words to after them. Pharaoh’s opening sentence is introduced with the words “nyn wnrn — Pha- - M

) e e ) 2
rach said” (Bereishis 41:15). The word ox always has a warm and easygoing connotation {See

.  Rashito Bamidbar 12:1}, and this represents Pharaoh’s initial attempt to be friendly. After Yosef /Q‘Q'/

has rebuffed his compliment, and Pharach proceeds to describe his dream, the opening words

are “ryam 3 — Pharach said” (41:17). The term w7 (ypically has a harsh connetation {Rashi to

Bamidbar, ibid). What we are witnessing in the shift between these two terms is a drop in roomn
et

remperature of aboutl twenty deprees, Brought aboul by Yosel's politically disastrons carrection of
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